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ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS
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Small or 

large?

Diversity?
Urban, 

suburban, 

rural?

Athletics 

and 

activities?

What part of 

the country?

Two year or 

four year?

School with 

specific major 

or school with 

lots of variety?

Cost?



3 COMPONENTS TO COLLEGE    
SELECTION

•Academic Fit

•Social Fit

•Financial Fit   



1. Prepare (Freshman – Senior) Take

required classes – the more rigorous 

the better. Prepare for standardized

tests

2.   Research – Academic Fit, Social Fit, Cost

Fit

3.   Apply – Applications due in Fall – Apply

for scholarships and financial aid early

4.   Decide – Compare Costs

TIME LINE





Colorado

Colorado College CO

Colorado State University CO

Fort Lewis College CO

University of Colorado Boulder CO

University of Denver CO

Colleges with Early Action
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• Level of courses completed

• Grades in academic 
coursesAcademic Record

• ACT or SAT, maybe SAT II’s   -
check with individual college to 
determine requirements.Test Scores

Letters of 
Recommendation

Essay(s)

Student Activities 
and Employment

Admissions Decisions



Admission Decision Rubric / Matrix 



HIGH PRICE / HIGH DISCOUNT 
PRIVATE COLLEGE BUSINESS MODEL

The rate represents the portion of total tuition and fee revenue channeled back to 

students as grant-based financial aid



CU Promise
The University of Colorado Boulder promises to offer enough grants to pay for the student 

share of tuition and fees, as well as an estimated work-study award to help pay for some of 

the other educational expenses, for incoming Colorado residents who qualify for the Federal 

Pell Grant and who meet the eligibility requirements below:

•Colorado resident

•U.S. Citizen or eligible non-citizen

•Federal Pell Grant eligible

•First-time freshman or a new transfer student from any CU campus or Colorado community 

college

•Admitted into an undergraduate degree program and attending in the fall semester

•Working on first bachelor's degree

•Enrolled full time (12 hours per semester) on the Boulder campus

•Deadline: Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and be awarded 

aid by June 1

Important Note: We may ask for additional information about income and assets to 

determine eligibility for CU Promise. Also, if changes are made to the FAFSA and you are 

no longer eligible for the Federal Pell Grant, you will not be eligible for the CU Promise.

CU Promise is awarded in the form of grants and work-study which may include:

Federal Pell Grant, CU Promise Grant, and Work-Study.

http://www.colorado.edu/financialaid/cu-promise/cu-promise-frequently-asked-questions
http://www.colorado.edu/financialaid/types-aid/undergraduate-grants
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.colorado.edu/financialaid/types-aid/undergraduate-grants
http://www.colorado.edu/financialaid/types-aid/cupromise
http://www.colorado.edu/studentemployment/video/work-study


CCS PROFILE

The PROFILE is administered by the College Scholarship Service, 

required by many private colleges/universities to determine eligibility for 

non-government financial aid, such as institutional funds

 Questions are specific to school applying to

 Asks for detailed and specific information that is not considered on the FAFSA

 The PROFILE gives a financial aid officer greater room for professional judgment when 

evaluating the application

 There are fees for applying with the PROFILE: $5-$6 for registration + $15/each school or 

scholarship entity.



NEED BLIND VS NEED AWARE 
(SENSITIVE)

• There are varying types of need-blind policies. Schools can either be need-blind and meet full 

need of all applicants, need-blind but only meet some need

• Most private schools have been practicing need-aware admissions for some time now

• Many of these schools that practice need-aware admissions only do it for a portion of the 

entering class, ensuring that a majority of spots are filled on a need-blind basis

• Make sure you know if the schools on your list guarantee full-need, some-need, and what 

percentage of financial aid packages are usually made up of scholarships, grants, and loans.



• NPR  “This I Believe” format:

• http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4538138

• Essay Parameters
• Clear statement of belief

• Story that reveals the discovery of the belief

• Conclusion that reflects on the belief

• Concise  (300 word maximum)

Admissions Essay 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4538138


youcango.collegeboard.org

princetonreview.com

collegincolorado.org

Resources

Questions ?


